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PCU BAH AT DEPENDENT LOCATION FAQ
1.  Effective 28 Feb 2012, the Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Manpower and Reserve Affairs) authorized payment of Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) based on member’s old Permanent Duty Station (PDS) or previously approved designated place of residency for dependents of personnel assigned to Pre-Commissioning Units (PCUs). 
2.  Currently OPNAV-N130 is the only approving authority for these requests. The request package shall contain a copy of the PCS orders to the PCS (first page showing old and new PDS is sufficient), a copy of the Dependency Application NAVPERS 1070/602 (Page 2), a command endorsed request and documentation reflecting previously approved designated place, if applicable. Preferred method of submission to OPNAV-N130C is email

Email address: NXAG_N130C@navy.mil
Mailing address: 

Chief of Naval Operations (N130C)

701 Courthouse Road

Arlington VA 22204-2472

Fax: 703-604-6957

Frequently Asked Questions 
1. If the dependents relocate from the previously approved designated place to another location at personal expense prior to or after issuance of orders to the PCU, is member eligible to receive BAH based on the new location once assigned to the PCU?

A. No, eligibility is restricted to BAH based on dependent’s location at the old PDS or previously designated place. If dependents move to any another location, there is no authority to pay BAH based on dependent location and the housing allowance will be based on the member’s permanent duty station.

2. Can BAH based on the old PDS be approved for single Sailors who own dwellings at the old PDS? 
A. Authority to approve BAH based on the old PDS is restricted to members with dependents. Single members, including mil-to-mil Sailors without dependents, are not authorized to receive BAH based at the old PDS unless the PCU/new PDS is within commuting distance of the old PDS and member meets the requirements of a close proximity move as outlined in NAVADMIN 101/10.
3. Can an Overseas Housing Allowance (OHA) based on dependent location be approved if the old PDS or designated place is an OCONUS non-foreign location such as Guam or Puerto Rico?
A. Approval for a housing allowance based on the old PDS or previously approved designated place, pursuant to assignment to a PCU, is restricted to BAH locations. This includes the non-contiguous U.S. states of Alaska and Hawaii. There is no authority to approve a housing allowance based on dependent location in OHA areas including U.S. territories such as Guam and Puerto Rico.

4. If approved to maintain BAH at the Alaska or Hawaii rate, would Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) be payable as well?

A. Yes, member would be authorized continuation of station allowances (COLA/TLA) for dependents/dependents at a designated place in Alaska and Hawaii. However, authorization for continuation of logistics support and continued occupancy of or assignment to family-type government quarters must be obtained locally. 

5. If the BAH rate at the old PDS or previously approved designated place decreases after member executes PCS orders to the PCU, would BAH based on dependent location be payable at the previous higher rate?
A. BAH rate protection is afforded as long as the member retains uninterrupted eligibility to a specific BAH rate. So, if the dependents continue residence at the old PDS or previously approved designated place, BAH at the higher rate would continue to be paid.

6. If the member moves the dependent to the prospective (i.e., the home port has not been promulgated or announced) homeport of the ship, can BAH be paid for that location, vice the old PDS or previously approved designated place?

A. There is no authority to pay BAH based on the ship’s prospective homeport if that location is not the old PDS or previously approved designated place. However, once a member receives PCS orders to the ship, advance travel of dependents to the homeport or designated place can be requested and if approved, BAH based on the ship’s homeport is payable effective date of arrival of dependents at the new homeport or date of issuance of orders whichever comes later.  Release of PCS orders to announced homeport is contingent on the OPNAV/DNS announcement date  Advance travel of dependents must be authorized by PERS-451. Submitted requests must include supporting documentation as in the second paragraph above. 
7. If member receives PCS orders to the Pre-commissioning Detachment (PCD) instead of the PCU, is BAH based on old PDS or previously approved designated place payable? 
A.  A member assigned to a PCD is authorized approval to receive BAH based on dependent location or previously approved designated place in the same manner as a member assigned to a PCU. 
8. Can BAH be authorized effective on the date member reported to the PCU if prior to date of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy Memo?
A. No, authority to approve BAH based on dependent location is effective 28 Feb 2012. Payment of retroactive allowances is not authorized.

9. Will indebtedness waivers be granted in case of members who were erroneously paid BAH at the dependent location prior to signing of the memo?
A. Indebtedness waiver requests can be submitted to DFAS. Procedures can be found at http://www.dfas.mil/waiversandremissions/activemilitarywaivers.html
Members can also petition the Board of Correction of Naval Records (BCNR)

http://www.donhq.navy.mil/bcnr/bcnr.htm
